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To: thebishmeister@btinternet.com
Subject: The Sandhurst Masquerade Ball
Date: Sat, 16 Jul 2011 18:50:54 +0100


Dear All,
Please find attached details of a forthcoming fundraising event in aid of BLESMA, which the organisers have asked if I can publicise for them.
BLESMA (British Limbless Ex Service Men's Association) is the national charity for limbless serving and ex service men and women and their dependants and widows. 
It is the charity that directly supports all our service men and women who lose limbs, the use of limbs or eyes or the sight of an eye in the service of our country and we are with them all whenever we are needed for the rest of their lives.  
Their work starts with rehabilitation - proving that there is life after amputation.  
Their work is about amputee helping amputee - the fellowship of shared experience.  
Their work is about life long welfare support, about campaigning for what they deserve and about being there when old injuries come back to haunt. 
Their youngest Member is 19 and their oldest is 99. 
BLESMA needs to raise nearly Two Million Pounds a year to adequately meet all its objectives. 
These are:
a.                   To provide challenging and effective rehabilitation for those who have recently suffered amputation or loss of use of limb. 

b.                  To provide permanent residential care and respite convalescence at our BLESMA Homes in Blackpool and Crieff in Scotland. 

c.                   To make grants to ease the effects of disability and hardship.
d.                  To provide a comprehensive and effective welfare service for all Members and Widows to include: 

         Provision of comprehensive advice on war pensions, compensation and care and disability allowances.
         Making representation to government departments and local government officers on behalf of Members and Widows.
         Represents Members and Widows at War Pension and Armed Forces Compensation Tribunals.
         Provision of a counselling service pre and post amputation.
         To ensure prosthetic provision meets the requirements of our Members.
e.                  To represent the collective interest of all Members and Widows to national and local government.  
It would be good if between the people of Odiham we could have good representation at this very worthwhile event.
I am aware that they are keen to sell as many Gold Tables as possible, so perhaps we could have a syndicate?
Also, the organisers are seeking to find ‘experiences’ which can be auctioned off.  (Such as balloon rides, trip in classic car etc.)
If you have any suggestions, or know of anywhere that could be approached, I’d be most grateful if you could let me know. 
Any support you can offer would be most gratefully received.
Many thanks. 
Blessings,
Gary MW Keith
The Reverend Gary M. W. Keith RN (Rtd.) 
The Vicarage, The Parish Church of All Saints, The Bury, Odiham, Hampshire, RG29 1ND
   (01256) 704154 (01256) 704154       / (07971) 448049 
thebishmeister@btinternet.com 
 Save a tree...please don't print this e-mail unless you really need to. Thank you.
